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than four, giving a buoyancy equal to 
28 pounds or more, without the risk of 
the hats filling witii water. It' instead 
of a stick, two bats were connected 
together .by a handkerchief, the hats 
may he used to swim with, as boys 
usecos-ks. It often happens that dan- 
ger is descried long Wi'ove we are in- 
volved in the peril, an<l time«ioui;h 
to prepare soEieone of tlieabove men- 
tioned methods; and a coin-ageous 
person, I am coafideiit.wovdd, seven 
insfancss out of ten, apply to them 
with success; and traveJlers in ford- 
ing rivers at iinkuowo f:)rds, or v.iiere 
shallows are deceitful, might make 
tise of these mettjods with advan- 
tage. By experiixiciits I have made, 
it appeave that a common siatd hat, 
&aiit as is now in fashion, will sup- 
port more than ten pounds weight, 
wilhont .sinkingi; but with a weight 
of aliouit seven pounds, it would not 
l)« liable to fill, even if llieie was a 
little ripple on tiie lyater^ Tlie 
handkerchief applied as abovx di- 
r.ected, qovering -the open part of 
the hat presents it being readily 
filled by the splashing of the vi-ater; 
and as it is w.eil kuovva that the hu- 
man body is u<!arly of the same spe- 
cific gravity as water, it aiust he e- 
vident that a buoyancy of seven 
pounds will, if properly managed, 
keep the head above the suriace till 
more eifectual assistance is procured. 

HENKY LAWSON, 

rhilosophkul Magazine, '20, p. 3o2. 
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EnUCATION- OF THE POOn. 

T ''Hinidinbnr-jh reviewersspeaking 
-*- of the illiberal opposition which 
has been urged against the scheme of 
Jo.seph Laacasler, for the education 
ot the poor, very forcibly observe, 
•■' how much more eniighttnied and 
rational authority have we in the 



conduct of the king of England — iks 
patron cf the Lancaxtrian sys'e/n ! — 
and how noble is the comnientarv up- 
on it which hisoivn jnemnrahle speech 
to the atu'ior of the si/s'em aff'ordfi ! — 
We allude to that exalted saying of 
his (which we own strikes us ?.s 
iiifinitely finer than the celebrated 
wish of Henry 4th of France) 
that he hoped to see the duij vihcii every 
poor child in his dominions should be a- 
Ue to leadhia bible," 

Thii5 sentiment is indeed n«ble, 
2nd if generally extended would, in 
process of time, redress many of 
the miseries of (he Lis'i people — to 
contribute to this important end is 
the^luty of every true lover of his 
country, and it is under that im- 
])ress!on, I request your insertion of 
an epitome «f, the plan of Lancaster, 
as abridged from an admirable arti- 
cle on tjje subject of the education 
of the poor in the Edinburgh re- 
view. No. 33, for November, 18J0. 
To tlwse who mav not inimediatelv' 
have an opportunity oi perusing 
this valuable article, this brief view? 
of Lancaster's plan mav prove not 
merely amusing, but instructive ; 
the scheme is so clear, and so fea- 
sible, that persons of very moderate 
means may carry it into execution. 
They will .see it reduced to practice 
at the dailj/ School, established by tlie 
Quakers, and still chiefly under 
their direction, in School-strsel, Dub- 
lin; and if this sketch contribute to 
the establishment of similar semi- 
naries in his native country, it will 
fulfil the heart-felt wishes of its 
compiler*. 



* We have felt much pleasure In recorfl- 
ing at diflerent times the schools which 
have been estabhshed in Ireland on l^mi- 
caster's plan, and we hope much good 
will result from the instruction of the 
poorer classes of the Irish, vifhose ignorance 
has been their great misfortune. To a 
want of consideration, the natural conse- 
quence of ignorance, we must attribute 
raany of their errors. The Edinburgh re- 



194 



On the Education of the Poor. 



[Mapeh. 



In 1798, Joseph Lancaster began 
to exercise the honourable profes- 
sion of a school-master ; bis plan 
was from the beginning to teach 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, to 
the children of the lower orders, 
and to save the first great expense 
of school-masters' salaries, he em- 
ployed the elder hoys to assist in 
teaching. The next great expense 
of a school arises from the con- 
sumption of books and materials for 
writing; to diminish this cost, J. 
Lancaster introduced the admirable 
inethod of making a number of boj s 
lead from the same lesson printed 
in large characters and suspended 
on the wail, and the no less useful 
substitute of slates for paper, where- 
by not only the waste of that ex- 
pensive article is saved, but any num- 
ber of boys are enabled Ut spell and 
write the same word at the same 
time, tiiUltout the possibility of one 
being idle while the other is at wori:, 
or rather, as in the ordinary mode 
of education, nineteen being idle 
while one is employed ; the same de- 
gree of alertness is kept up by the 
method of reading, as it were all 
together — which requires the failure 
of one boy to be corrected by the 
next, fiir the sake of taking his plate, 
prevents the possibility of idleness 
or itiatteiiion. His next step towards 
the accomplishment of Iiis5;reat and 
beneficial purpose was his mode of 
ieuching arithmetic by the sugges- 
tion ot a method vvherehv read- 
viewers mention that in Gloucester, wherr 
the first Sunday-school was established, by 
the benevolent Raikes, the clergyman who 
attended the prison, stated that out of three 
thousand buys who had been educated at 
the sunday-school, only one boy had 
been imprisoned in that gaol for any crime. 
This circumstance must act as a powerful 
stimulus to those who wish JFor the ame- 
lioration of their fellow creatures, and 
ihows the great benefit of impressing the 
minds of children with good moral senti- 
ments.— /.ff. M. M-J 



ing alotie is rendered sufficient 
to make any one teach arithmetic. 
The invention is as simple as it is 
efficacious ; it consists in giving to 
one boy who can read, a v, ritten or 
printed particular, if we may so 
speak, of the operation in cyphering, 
which is to be pertbrmed, and mak- 
ing him distinctly read over to any 
number of boys furnished with slates, 
the words and figures given to hira 
thus, the lesson is to be in addition. 

234. 
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and in order to teach this lesssoo to 
30 boys, otieoi whom can read and 
the other 29 can write the nine fi- 
gures, and understand notation, a 
key is given to the reader, consisting 
of the following viords, first column 
7 and 4 are eleven, set down 1 un- 
der the seven, and tarry one to the 
next second column ; six and three 
are nine, and one f carried are ten, 
set down O and cany 1 to the 
next third column ; 5 and 2 arc Seven 
and one 1 carried are 8 ; total in fi- 
gures SOI ; total ill words, eight hun- 
dred and one." After each boy 
has written the tvio lines 23-i and 5()7 
one u.nder the pther, the reader 
takes the above kev and reads it au- 
dibly, while each of the 2y obey 
it, bv writing down as it directs ; 
each boy also reads over the sum 
total after the reader has finished, 
and he then inspects the slates one 
after the other ; the whole are thus 
kept perpetually awake, and by re- 
peated lessons of the same kind the 
rule required is fixed in their minds: 
into the details of his discipline we 
cannot' now enter, which are devised 
with a thorough knowledge <)f hi.s 
subject, derived as much from long 
experience as from just and eveii 
philosophical reasoning, where 800 
or lOOOchildien are to be instructs 
cd by one master, it was necessary 
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to establish, anil he has completely 
established a discipline which en- 
iaWe^his authority to reach aU over 
the body, and supply the wa)it of 
actual inspection, and this object is 
attained by applying to his school 
the organization of a regimenit, and 
its evolutions «nder the wordof com- 
luand. L- 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

OS THE USE OF STRAMONIUM IN THE 
SPASMODIC ASTHMA. 

AT page 1 46 of the last Magazine, 
a short account was given of 
stramonium in spasmodic asthma, 
a more full account is now adde^, 
extracted from several letters from 
s correspondent to Phillips' Monthly 
Magazine, published during the 
course of last year. It is commu- 
nicated in this magaziuje, asfioni the 
relation there appear grounds to 
hope that stramonium is of essential 
service in a most afljictive disease, 
and it may b« useful to extend the 
fe now IwdiC of its efficacy : 

A « Titer in the Londqn Month- 
ly Magazine after describing his 
former good state of health, and the 
luxurious indulgence into which he 
hail fallen, t|}u> proceeds: — ^^" This 
career oii" pleasure wa» feovyevej' soon 
interrupted by the deprt^dations it 
produced upon my constitution; the 
first signs of iiitpair,ed (it:al^^> ^^^'^ 
clouded vivacity, were ^on suc- 
ceeded by the most seyere and afflict- 
ing attacks of spasmodic asthma, 
which returned at intervals of eight 
or ten days, with such cruel violence, 
that all. the agreeable anticipations 
of life became in a inanper extin- 
guished ; and during ihp cqsirse of 
several years I was afraid to in- 
dulge in the hopes of recovecj, from 
my complaint. At last, by a most 
fortunate accident, I was induced 
to make trial of an herb called stra. 



monium ; from which auspicious aq. 
nient 1 have been restored, Pol 
merely to a tolerable, \)u^ to a pom- 
fortable and reasonably happy state 
of existence. 

" The asthmatic parp«syn} usually 
came on ahnut two o'clock in the 
morning, when I was suddenly sur- 
prised from sleep with violent cofl- 
vulsive heavingsof the chest; and I 
was scarcely allowed tittiie to place 
myself upright iu a chair, where I 
sat resting myself upon my elbows 
anil with iiiy feet Hpoq the ground 
(for I Gpuld not bear them in an ho- 
rizontai posture,) before I underwent 
a sense, as it were, of immediate 
sufti)cation. These fits generally 
continued, with short ipterniissions, 
from thirty-six hours to three days 
and nights successively; daring 
which time I have often, iu the 
seeniing agonies of death, given my- 
self over, and even wished for that 
termination of ray OJ'serie-'!. 

" Jt was in a great measure in vain 
that I consulted the iiMMit eminent 
physicians in the metropolis ; they 
only af]ii>rded me a transient and tan- 
talizing relief. An amiable friend, 
and respectable surgeon at Hackney, 
fust persuaded me to smoke the divine 
strainonium, to v» hich I oyife altoge- 
ther, niy present freedom from pam, 
and renewed capacity of enjoyment. 
It is the mot only, and lower part 
of the stem, which seem to possess 
its a/iii-asthmalic . virtue ; these 
should be cut into small pieces, and 
put into a common tobacco pipe, and 
the smoke roust be swallpwed toge- 
ther wiih the saliva produced by 
the smoke ; after which the sufferer 
will, in a few minutes, be relieved 
from all the convulsive heaving!!, 
and probably drQp into a corofortu- 
ble sleep, fiom which he will awake 
refreshed, and in general) perfectly 
recovered : at least, this is tbeinva, 
rjable effect produced upon myself. 
Ue should by all means avoid drink- 



